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Despite, opposition- from its xOwn.
Schools Chancellor, the.New Yoric City
Board of Education has decided to drop
Gays from the. system's^,multiculthri
educational program'. ' -

In a 4-3 vote on Feb. 15, the bo^d
voted to limit muUicultural education
racial, ethnic, and'linguistic groups.

Sexual orientation, along witli '̂-age/;,
gender,; religion;;and disability,: wer6
placed in a separate anti-discrimination,
curriculuni iii/ which students ;;Would .
Icam about laws ^d regulations 'that
protect various grpiips from discrimina-

The proposed ' changes prompted
fierce^ opposition from Gay groups and
otherorganizations thatsaidmulticultur
al education would be severely' weak
ened. The original idea'behind multicul- <
tural studies is to integrate discussions
about the history, culture, and contnbu-.
tions;^of various groups into .regular

Following the vote, Frances^"Kun-^-,
ruether, executive director of the Het-
rickrMartin Institute, a social seryic^,
ageiicy for,Gay youth, commented that
the exclusionof GaysTrommulticultural

N^ional fsle^

education would 'have^ a "chilling im
pact" on the schools?

Kunmeto \said^?:teachers> will be
much more reluctant'to'discuss Gay-re
lated issues in the classroom.

"The religious li^t ... has b^nenor-
mously>ffective in'^ying you ctei't talk
about :;thes,e?a^^^^^ said^^
"Gay and L^bM;youths will be more
and more thargMi^ and fewer
options just>hemjQieY were cpming to
believe peoplec^ beqti their side."

At'apublic hearing p^^^^ vote,
Henick-Martin policy, and communica
tions; coordinator; ,Humm said
the revisions V'repr^ht a Tremendous
step back for hie cause', of recognizing
diversity, ending bigohy and celebrating,
difference." ^ '

The changes, initiated by board Presi
dent Carol Gresser of Queens, followed
the furor rtwb ye^ ago: over the "Chil
dren pf the R2unSow":miijd^^^
ricujuhi, which ' included teaching r̂e-;
spcct Tor Gay families^ starting in the

VW|idespread> pfP^ls to the re
movalVpfAen ChMcellor Joseph Fer-
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revise the "Rainbow".curriculum?
Gresser told the Nenf York Tinm s\)&

wanted to separate muidcultural and
anti-discrimination education to elimi
nate "confhsion, misundefst^ding and
uncertainty." The restructuring, she said,
would "strengthen" multiculturd;educaT
tton.

But Schools Chancellor' Ramon
Cortines, usually an ally of Gresser, op
posedherpl^, as did the Bp^ bfEdu
cation's ;I^ulticultural Advisbiy Board,
which called her proposals "educational
ly Imsound."

Critics said all groups, including
;GaysJ should be in themulticultural edu
cation. in a memo toboard'mpmbbrs, ac
cording to the Daily News, Cortines
wrote, "One cannot address multicultural
eduction without slmult^epusly' ad
dressing issues of discrimination."

But the board split along conserva
tive-liberal lines, ^with the two ap-
pointws of Mayor: Rudolph Giuliani
voting with, the four-member,majority.
Lenny Alcivar, a ,spokesperson for Giu
liani, said the mayor felt the changes
were a/*reasonable compromise."


